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Board of  Directors 
 

President - George Chick 
509.954.7814 / imageintherain@gmail.com 

 

Vice President - Steve Bryson 
360.888.6675  / threebeatlope@yahoo.com  

 

Secretary - Joy Bjerke 
208.755.6950 / drjoy101@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer - Jessie McLaughlin 
509.434.4555 / Ldsmacs@comcast.net 

 

Immediate Past President - Emma Tanner 
208.446.4557 / emmamclaughlin11@gmail.com 

 
 

Games Director - Melissa Kelsey 
509.220.9099 / mkaquatherapy@gmail.com 

 

Horse Show Director - Erin Wieldraayer 
509.760.6462 / wshhsd@gmail.com 

 

Trails & Pleasure Director - Kimberly Lansing 
509.539.0247 / ms.berly@yahoo.com 

 

 
Director 1 (NC) - Arlene Marquart (12/31/27) 
509.760.7689 / cowgirlup98837@hotmail.com 

 

Director 2 (NE) - Alyson Jacobsen (12/31/26) 
509.939.7775 / zippedinchalk@hotmail.com 

 

Director 3 (Z1) - Bonnie Schuchman (12/31/27) 
509.424.0906 / bonschuchman@gmail.com 

 

Director 4 (West Side) - Allison Aurand (12/31/26) 
360.510.7180 / allison.aurand@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Zone President (NC) - Makayla Markwell 
509.398.4888 / pdsparkles1977@gmail.com 

Zone President (NE) - George Chick 
509.954.7814 / imageintherain@gmail.com 

 

Zone President (Zone 1) - Kimberly Lansing 
509.539.0247 / ms.berly@yahoo.com 

Zone President (West) - Barbara Manning 
253.882.8123 / bjlanman@gmail.com 

 

The Board of Directors is here to serve you, the or-

ganization’s members.  They are here to provide you 

the support and resources you need to succeed.  

Please feel free to contact any of them should you 

have questions.   

President’s 
Message 

The Year is Off and Running! 

 

The Canter or e-Canter are published in January, April, July, and  

October each year.  Deadlines for submission are the 15th of the 

month immediately prior to publication.  Please e-mail  

articles to wshcanter@yahoo.com. 

Happy spring to all.  Horse show season is about to begin, and 

games division is already off and running. Here’s to everyone having 

a fun and competitive year. I hope all of you and your equine part-

ners have a safe and fun 2026. 

This 2026 will see horse shows returning to the west side of the State. 

We’re so excited to welcome these riders and show managers back!  

Let’s support them and help make them a huge success.  How?  Sub-

mit your entries and attend the show or contact the show manager 

and offer your help as a volunteer.  If you can help them out, please 

do so.  It is also nice to see the rejuvenation of the Dressage Division 

this year in WSH.  

We are seeing some growth in our organization and I want to encour-

age all of us to do our part to keep it growing. Please bring ideas for 

growth and if you know people who could benefit from WSH then 

please see if you can encourage them to join.  

Another reminder to youth that are 17 and under...join the Youth 

Merit Program.  Additional information is contained within this issue 

of the Canter but this is a FREE program (once you’ve joined WSH) 

that rewards you for what you learn as well as what you DO.  The 

program is here as a bonus to your membership and youth from all 

divisions are invited to participate. 

As a reminder, all WSH Board Meetings are open to our members.  If 

you would like to attend (typically via Zoom), please reach out to me 

for the Zoom link about 3 days prior to the meeting. 

I know it’s only April but please keep in mind convention this year 

returns to Clover Island in Kennewick. Please plan to attend and help 

us celebrate 2026 awards and plan for the 2027 year. 

             --  George Chick 
                #wshlifestyle 
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Let’s take a walk back in time to 1981 and this sweet article about 

our current WSH Games Division Director, Melissa Kelsey! 

The WSH Board of Directors met on January 10 and held a “Board Brief” on 
March 26 (the next Board Meeting is scheduled for April 30).  During the meet-
ings the following items were discussed / decided upon. 

• The following Committee Chairs were ratified to the Board of Directors – 

Gloria Marley (Awards), Jessie McLaughlin (Convention), Tammy Call-
Jones (Enforcement), Angie Argo (Financial Review), Mary Brady 
(Historical), David Masengale (Licensed Officials), Emma Tanner 
(Marketing / Publications), Janet Edwards (Membership), Shane Laib 
(Nominating), and Jessie McLaughlin (Youth Merit).  Until a Bylaws Chair 
can be selected, Jessie McLaughlin will continue to serve in the interim.  
The Legislative Committee Chair position remains open at this time…
interested members should contact President George Chick.  As outlined 
in the WSH Bylaws all Board Members must serve on at least one of the 
WSH Committees.  WSH Members may also serve on committees by 
contacting the Committee Chair and/or President George Chick.  The 
Enforcement Committee members are defined in the Bylaws as to be the 
President and/or Vice President, the Directors of the Major Divisions, and 
the four Zone Directors for 2026. 

• Jessie McLaughlin was reappointed to the position of Treasurer for anoth-

er two-year term; Joy Bjerke was reappointed to the position of Secretary 
for a two-year term. 

• As a reminder, only the Vice President position will be open for election at 

the 2026 Convention as it is a one-year term.  Zones are reminded to hold 
their elections in September or early October.  Zone Presidents must be 
elected annually by their members.  Zone Directors are every other year 
thus in 2026, Northeast and West Side Zones will need to elect this two-
year position.  Once elected by their respective Zones, members at the 
Annual Convention will vote to ratify them to the Board of Directors.  

• Financially – all Zones and Divisions utilizing the WSH Tax ID # have 

returned their financial information.  Taxes are be completed and filed by 
CPA Nancy Hayes.  Jessie McLaughlin relayed that WSH ended the year 
with $36,805.98 in savings and $11,881.56 (less a check that had not 
cleared to the WSHGD for $202.20).  The profit and loss for the year 
showed a loss of $100.78 due to the decrease in memberships from 2024 
($6005.70) to 2025 ($5255.10).  The annual report for the Washington 
Secretary of State has been filed for WSH.   

• Due to a sizable increase in rental fees and concerns raised by members 

over the 2025 Convention, a new location was secured…the Clover Island 
Inn in Kennewick, WA.  Due to the hotel’s status of “still under construc-
tion”, enough double-rooms were unavailable during the preferred week-
end of November 6-8 thus the 2026 Convention was changed to Novem-
ber 13-15. 

• Games Division changed the dates of their annual championship show in 

Cashmere to August 14-16.  Their preferred dates of August 28-30 would 
put the event into school dates this year. 

• Horse Show Division noted that their members have been busy updating 

and uploading the 2026 rulebook to the website.  Jole Chick has also 
updated all of the forms and they are posted as well.  New shows are 
being approved in the West Side Zone as well as in Zone 1. 

• Board Members, per the bylaws, were asked to serve on at least one of 

the WSH Committees (not necessarily as Committee Chair, however).  
Committee Chairs are asked to contact their committee members and 
devise an action plan for their committee for 2026.  This continued support 
of the organization will improve WSH as a whole as well as make the 
experience even better for the members.  Jessie McLaughlin, as Bylaws 
Chair, will be working with the Committee Chairs this year to review their 
“job descriptions” within the bylaws as many of the duties may have 
changed since they were last reviewed. 

• The Royalty program will be revisited as well in 2026. 

 

WSH FULL BOARD MEETING 
 

OCTOBER 10 
10:00 a.m. 

Kittitas Valley Event Center 
 

SEE  YOU  THERE  ! 
 

As a reminder, WSH Board Meetings 
are open to all WSH Members. 
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CONVENTION 2026 

Get ready – this year’s Convention is set to be one you won’t want to miss!  We’re heading back to the beautiful heart of Washington wine country for a weekend full of con-
nection, energy, and unforgettable experiences.  Mark your calendars for November 13-15, 2026, as we gather at the welcoming Clover Island Inn (435 Clover Island Drive) 
in Kennewick.  Whether you’re a longtime member or attending for the first time, Convention is your chance to reconnect with friends, build new relationships, and be part of 
something bigger. 

WHY YOU SHOULD BE THERE – Convention is more than meetings, it’s an experience.  Expect inspiring sessions and meaningful conversations, opportunities to connect 

with members from across the region, fun social events and shared memories, a chance to help shape the future of our organization, and of course…plenty of laughs. 

HOST HOTEL HIGHLIGHTS – Our home base, the Clover Island Inn, offers beautiful riverfront views of the Columbia River, comfortable rooms with modern amenities, mini 
refrigerators and microwaves in all rooms, easy access to local attractions, and it’s the perfect setting to relax, recharge, and enjoy your Convention weekend.  The Crow’s 
Nest (restaurant) is still undergoing renovation but great food is nearby at the Cedar’s, the Ice Harbor Brewery, and various other amazing restaurants off the island. 

DISCOVER THE TRI-CITIES – The surrounding Tri-Cities area (Kennewick, Richland, and Pasco) is packed with unique charm and surprising experiences.  The region is 
known as the “Heart of Washington Wine Country” with 200+ wineries nearby.  The mighty Columbia, Snake, and Yakima Rivers all meet here, creating stunning scenery 
and outdoor recreation.  Howard Ammon Park offers gorgeous riverfront walking trails and views.  The area enjoys 300+ days of sunshine a year.  Agriculture thrives here – 
this region produces apples, cherries, grapes, and more.  If you have extra time, consider wine tasting or brewery visits, scenic walks along the river, and/or exploring local 

shops and markets.   

 

 

 
 

MAKE IT A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER – We’re planning opportunities for fun and connection beyond the main sessions – because some of the best Convention moments 
happen in between.  Think relaxed gatherings, shared meals, and maybe even a few surprises.  The committee, consisting of Steve Bryson, Arlene Marquart, Jessie 
McLaughlin, Emma Tanner, Laurie Tufford, and Anne and Erin Wieldraayer are hard at work on making this year’s Convention one of the most memorable yet. 

START PLANNING NOW – Registration details, schedules, and special activities will be coming soon – but now is the time to save the date, start making travel plans, and 
invite fellow members to join you.  Come for the Convention…stay for the experience.  We can’t wait to see you in Kennewick this November! 

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY – The Clover Island Inn is already taking reservations and doubles are highly sought after so call them today at 509.586.0541 and let them know you 
are seeking the Washington State Horsemen group rate ($120 for singles and $140 for doubles plus tax per night).  The rate includes access to their morning breakfast on 
the fourth floor and FREE parking.  Pets are allowed with a weekend pet rate.  Visit at your next Zone Meeting to determine if you would like to donate a fun basket for the 
silent auction or donate $25-50 to have one created.  All funds raised help offset the award prizes for the Youth Merit Program…thank you! 
 

DID YOU KNOW - Pasco was the first of the Tri-Cities to be incorporated, in 1891? Kennewick was incorporated in 1904, and Richland followed in 1910.  West Richland, a 
suburb of Richland, as well as the fourth largest city in the metropolitan area was incorporated in 1955.  And did you know that the confluence of the Snake and Columbia Rivers 
was a stop on Lewis and Clark's historic expedition? Today, Sacagawea State Park stands as a testament to her influence on the journey. Plus, Richland was home to Santino Fontana, 
the voice of Prince Hans in "Frozen." So whether you're a history buff, a Disney fan, or just love delicious, locally grown produce, Tri-Cities has something for everyone .  One of the 

oldest and most significant human remains ever found in North America (known as Kennewick Man) was discovered here 
in 1996 and is estimated to be over 9,000 years old.  Additionally, in 1999, a nearly complete Ice Age mammoth skeleton 
was discovered in the area and it’s one of the most  intact Columbian mammoths ever found in North America.  The nearby 
Hanford Site played a crucial role in the Manhattan Project, helping produce plutonium used during World War II.  The 
Manhattan Project was an unprecedented, top-secret World War II government program in which the United States rushed 
to develop and deploy the world’s first atomic weapons before Germany. The use of these weapons by the United States 
against Japan in August 1945 ultimately became one of the most important historical events of the 20th century. The pro-
ject ushered in the nuclear age and left enduring legacies that echo all around us today. The Manhattan Project took shape 
at three primary locations across the country: Hanford, Washington; Los Alamos, New Mexico; and Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  
Typically, the tours of the Hanford site are over for the season by the time we reach Convention in November but if you are 

that direction this summer, visit the National Park Service website and book a free tour! 

FAMOUS TIES - Brandi Carlile (Grammy-winning singer-songwriter), Shawn Kemp (Seattle Super Sonics), Drew Bledsoe 
(Super Bowl-winning QB), Damon Huard (Kansas City Chiefs and New England Patriots), Jon Kitna (long-time NFL QB 
and later a coach), Tyler Johnson (NHL standout), Sam Jaeger (known for roles in Parenthood and the move American 
Sniper), Derrike Cope (Daytona 500 winner).  Take a moment and look up these individuals to see how they actually “tie” 

back into the Tri-Cities.  There’s probably even more if we start looking around.  

MORE ABOUT THE REGION - Kennewick sits in a high desert and receives only 7-8 inches of rain a year making is 
closer to a desert than a forest climate.  The Tri-Cities area produces not only wine grapes but also a huge amount of 
table grapes, hops, and other crops helping make Washington one of the top agricultural states in the United States.  The 
Columbia River hosts one of the most exciting stops on the H1 Unlimited Hydroplane Series each summer.  Are you 

excited yet to join us in Kennewick!  We can’t wait to see you there! 

Kennewick, WA 
November 13-15, 2026 

Each year WSH awards special perpetual trophies to deserving members and clubs. Further information and criteria will be 
included in the October issue of the Canter.  Please begin thinking about worthy nominees for this year’s Club of the Year, 
Twin Benson Memorial (Member of the Year), Junior Inspirational Award, and the Jesselyn Roehr Lifetime Achievement Award.  



 

 

$ - 20.00 

 

Address:  _____________________________________________________       Phone:  ________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip:  ______________________________________________      Zone:  _________________________________________ 

E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________      Club:  _________________________________________ 

Please Make Checks / Money Orders Out to WSH and Mail To:   

7210 E Fairview Ave - Spokane Valley WA 99212-1526 

2026  WASHINGTON STATE HORSEMEN 
Annual Convention Registration 

November 13-15, 2026 
Clover Island Inn - Kennewick WA 

Those registering early will save by paying the “early bird” fee for registration and meals.  Room reservations may be made by con-
tacting the Clover Island Inn at (509) 586-0541.  We have blocked only a few rooms this year so reserve early to get the group rate 
(under WA State Horsemen Convention).  On the dinner portion of this form, please write either “A” for adult or “C” for child (12 and 
under) in the appropriate date column.  Refunds (registration and dinners) will not be granted after November 6. 

Attendee’s Name (Please Print) Mtg <10/1 

 

Dinner <10/1  

 
  

WSH # Mtg 10/1-15 Mtg >10/15 

   

 

 

 

 

 

DINNER DISCOUNT: 

$ 

A = Adult Dinner Cost - $45 (<10/1), $47 (10/1-15) or $50 (after 10/15) 
C = Child (12 and Under) Dinner Cost - $27 (<10/1), $29 (10/1-15), or $32 (after 10/15) 

Individual Meeting Registration Fee - $35 (<10/1), $40 (10/1-15), or $45 (after 10/15) 
Family Meeting Registration Fee (include on just one line of an attendee) - $55 (<10/1), $60 (10/1-15), or $65 (after 10/15) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Line Total 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBTOTAL OF LINES ABOVE: 
Buffet Menu 

6 oz Flat Iron Steak 
Herb Crusted Chicken,  

Scalloped Potatoes,  
Seasonal Vegetables, 

Green Salad with Assorted Dressings, Macaroni Salad, 
Rolls and Butter, 

Coffee, Lemonade 

Dinner 10/1-15  Dinner >10/15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL ENCLOSED **: $ 

** New this year!  If at least one of the attendees 

registered to attend meetings is ALSO purchasing 

a dinner ticket, reduce your total by $20.00 !! 
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GAMES DIVISION 

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE:  Not much has been going on yet, but shows are just around the corner. Our kick off 
for the year (WSCS Benefit Show) was held on March 29 with all profits heading right into state award fund. Desert 
Duellers, North Country Riders, and Cowgirl Up have their show dates set...thank you show committees!  Big 
change coming for the Washington State Championship Show...due to school and fair conflicts, State Finals is 
couple weeks earlier this year (August 14-16) at the Chelan County Fairgrounds in Cashmere. It will require a bit of 
a quicker turn around on things but it will still be a great time. With that being said I would love to get a jump start on 
sponsors and ads for the program.  Please obtain those awesome sponsors ASAP so that and we can make up 
program ads and not have to be in a time crunch - better yet, please provide a print-ready jpg of your ad so that we 
can just “drop it in” the program.  The ads could be really fun this year tying into our WSCS theme of “The Games 
We Play”.  But to attend to first and foremost, join Washington State Horsemen through your local club (least ex-
pensive way to join), complete any additional paperwork with your Zones Timeskeeper, and if you are an official 
(Judge or Timer) make sure to renew your card.  We always welcome NEW officials as well and remember...the 

written test is open book so you can do it!  Happy riding to all enjoy those four-legged friends -- Melissa Kelsey.  

March 31 brought an end to your current Judge / Timer card.  Those that attended the 2025 WSH Convention and 
attended the Games Division Annual Meeting, your new cards will be sent to you (typically via Facebook messenger) 
as soon as your 2026 WSH Membership is confirmed.  If you were not at Convention, please send a message to 
Jessie McLaughlin at Ldsmacs@comcast.net requesting a “Clinic Test” so that you can update your official’s card.   

The WSHGD Rulebook has been updated and is available on the WSH website under “Forms”.  Changes made at 
the 2025 Convention can be found in blue font in the rulebook.  As a reminder, all rule changes must be submitted 
to mkaquatherapy@gmail.com and the deadline is September 10.  A couple of the bigger changes to the rules 
passed by the membership at the 2025 WSH Convention include the following -  

• Page 6 / General Rules:  Change 5th sentence to read, “Western shirt defined as collared with either snaps, 

buttons, or zipper – buttons and zippers do not need to extend from top to bottom of shirt.”   

• Page 10 / ABCD Classifications:  Change #10 to read, “Show management will offer a Jackpot Open 
Class for all individual events and optional for all team (2-man and 4-man events) at any W.S.H. approved 
show.  Entry fee will be a minimum of $5.00.  State and Zone to receive same cents per ride as in ABCD 
classes.  Times run in this class will count for classifications and 5-time (individual) and 3-time (2-man and 4
-man team) average.  A rider may appear multiple times in the Jackpot class, individual and team events, as 
long as it is on a different horse.” 

• Page 26 / Second Timer:  Change paragraph to read, “Second Timers do not need to take the WSHGD 
Timer’s Test.  Second Timers may be any age to time at a regular season show and do not need to be a 
member of WSH.  Second Timers must be 13 years of age or older and a member of WSH to Second Time 
at the WSCS”. 

• Page 31 / WSCS Awards:  Add a paragraph under the event listings to read, “All WSCS riders must work in 
the arena for a set amount of time (amount determined by the WSHGD Rules Committee prior to the WSCS 
and published in the WSCS registration packet in order to receive WSCS awards.  Those in Super Senior C 
are invited to work but will not be required to do so.” 

• Page 32 / WSCS Special Awards:  Change 4th and 5th sentences to read, “Three Four or more riders, each 
competing in at least 5 of the 7 individual events, are required to compete to be eligible for High Point Age 
Division Awards at the Washington State Championship Show.  If less than three four riders qualify to com-
pete at the WSCS, age groups will be combined and ride together under the age group with the most riders.” 

                                  

SHOW SCHEDULE  (As of 3/20/26) 

March 29:  WSCS Benefit Show (404 N Havana St - Spokane) 
April 11-12:   North Country Riders (1618 W Antler Rd - Deer Park) 
April 11-12: Desert Duellers (12596 Rd A NW - Ephrata) 
May 2-3:  North Country Riders (1618 W Antler Rd - Deer Park) 
May 9-10:  Desert Duellers (12596 Rd A NW - Ephrata) 
June 6-7:   North Country Riders (1618 W Antler Rd - Deer Park) 
June 13-14: Desert Duellers (Ted Rice Arena - Coulee City) 
July 11-12:   North Country Riders (1618 W Antler Rd - Deer Park) 
July 25-26: Cowgirl Up Show (Pend Oreille Co Fairgrounds - Cusick) 
August 14-16: Washington State Championship Show (Chelan Co Fairgrounds - Cashmere) 
September 26-27:   North Country Riders (1618 W Antler Rd - Deer Park) 
September 26-27: Desert Duellers (Ted Rice Arena - Coulee City) 
October 3-4: North Country Riders (1915 W Antler Rd - Deer Park) 
October 17-18: Desert Duellers (12596 Rd A NW - Ephrata) 

 

For more information contact the Games Division Chair: 

Melissa Kelsey at mkaquatherapy@gmail.com / 509.220.9099 

2025 WSCS SPONSORS 
 

AGE GROUP HIGH POINT 
 

Bob-Mart 
Coe - Lowry Family / Lunch Ladies 

Devil’s Rope Ranch 
Honest Ed’s Tires 
Hawkins Family 

River City Electrical / TnT Cycles 
Travis / Shaunna / Halsey Robb (Leadline 

Awards) 
Triple Creek Ranch / Jim Riddle 

Steve and Betty Waggoner Memorial 
 

SUPPORTERS 
 

ALT Horsemanship and Training 
Basin Wellness Massage and Beauty Hub 

Bob Coe Memorial 
Brews Bro Coffee Bar 

Cross Cannon 
Sally Cloke Memorial 

Coe Creations / Ben Coe 
Cowgirl Up 

Crotsley Designs 
Hales Farm and Feed 

Jack and Ruby Hart Friends and Family 
Henery Hardware 
Josie’s Hat Artist 

LB Ranch 
Markwell Equine Services and More 

North Country Riders 
North Wild Coffee 

Spin-Em Rodeo Co. 
Springdale Concessions Volunteers 

Bob and Kathy Thompson 
Tractor Supply Co. (Deer Park) 
Will Rogers Saddle Company 

Yoke’s Fresh Market 

 
2026 OFFICERS 

Melissa Kelsey (Director), Kimberlee McCoul (East 
Side Vice), Vacant (West Side Vice), Jessie 

McLaughlin (Secretary), Cheryl Beck (Treasurer) 
Mary Jane Lowry (Times Keeper), Arabella Howe (Jr. 
Rider Rep), Ellie Snyder (Jr. Rider Rep.), and Rules 

Committee Sharon Kelsey (Chair), Amelia Shay,  
Terri Lowry, and Arlene Marquart (Alternate) 
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YOUTH MERIT 
Join, Enroll, Submit, Select, Inform, Earn 

The Youth Merit Program is making a comeback in 2026...especially in Eastern Washington.  As 
you’ve already read in the North Central Zone report, the youth from the Sun Basin Riders Club is 
meeting regularly and putting together some really fun activities!  They have even selected youth 
leaders to help begin the process of training the next generation of leaders for our organization.  A big 
“thank you” to Erin Wieldraayer for her continued efforts in making this program fun for all.  The North-
east Zone has begun holding monthly Zoom meetings due to the large geographic area of the zone 
members.  January’s meeting was focused on “Getting to Know WSH” where we identified this year’s 
leadership (most of those answers can be found on Page 2 of this issue of the Canter) and even had 
a few guest appearances so that the Youth Merit Members could actually put a face to a name.  
February’s meeting, the members were able to learn more about equine dentistry from Dr. Abby 
Wagemann DVM.  Dr. Wagemann was a youth member in the Northeast Zone competing in the 
Games Division several years ago and it was absolutely wonderful to see her giving back to WSH as 
an adult.  NEZ looks forward to meeting again with Dr. Wagemann this summer for a fun hands-on 
activity.  In regards to equine dentistry, did you know that adult horses have 36-44 teeth.  Horse teeth 
are hypsodont meaning they continuously erupt throughout much of their life.  This is necessary 
because eating over the years causes them to wear down.  Sharp enamel points can develop on their 
molars requiring the need for floating.  For you to research...What is quidding?  The 4-H Tack Swap is 
held in March each year, so the Northeast Zone YM Members met and went over bridle, saddle, and 
pack pieces.  At the conclusion of the meeting, they had earned 20 points by successfully completing 
the worksheet.  If you are in the Northeast Zone and would like to attend the Zoom meetings (next one is 
April 15), reach out to Emma Tanner for a Zoom invitation. 
 
The awards earning levels are the same this year.  Let’s review the awards offered as well as the 
2025 winners:    

• Participation Plaque (50 Points) - Alexis Cox (NC), Mayia Cox (NC), June Eilers (NC), Kyya 
Evens (NC), JoLee Owens (NE), Jacob Sieverkropp (NC), and Levi Sieverkropp (NC). 

• Yellow Tag / Certificate of Merit (100 Points) - Alexis Cox and Seth Dillman (NC).  

• Red Tag / Certificate of Excellence (200 Points) - Alexis Cox, Sage Dillman (NC), Clay Markwell 
(NC), Jayda Markwell (NC), and Kaysen Tanner (NE).  

• Blue Tag / T-Shirt / Honor of Excellence (300 Points) - Wade McCoul (NE), Clay Markwell, Colt 
Markwell, and Jayda Markwell. 

• Bronze Medallion (500 Points) / Max Award for 1st Year - None. 

• Superior Jacket (650 Points) - None.  

• Silver Medallion (800 Points) / Max Award for 2nd Year - None. 

• Supreme Buckle (1,000 Points) - None. 

• Gold Medallion (1,200 pts) / Max Award for 3rd Year - None. 

• $50 / 75 / 100 Cash Awards (1,400+ points) / 1 Cash Award Per Year - None. 
 

Each year, Zones and individuals donate baskets to the convention silent auction and help raise funds 
to cover the awards our youth receive.  Thank you, so much!  Thank you, also to those that purchase 
during the auction (and to those that bid thus raising the winning amount).  We raised, due to your 
generosity, $402.06 at the 2025 Convention (up about $30 from 2024).  Thank you, all, so very much - 
it is through your generosity that the program continues to make a difference with awards for these 
very-deserving youth!  
 
How easy is it to become a Youth Merit Member and earn some really great prizes like those above?  
 

1. Join WSH.  Become a member of the Washington State Horsemen organization to access the 
Youth Merit Program and other amazing benefits. 

2. Enroll in Youth Merit.  Complete the short, one-page application by emailing 
LDSMacs@comcast.net or downloading it from the WSH website under “forms”.   

3. Submit your application.  Mail the application to Jessie McLaughlin (7210 E Fairview Ave - 
Spokane Valley WA 99212-1526) or simply e-mail a photo of it to LDSMacs@comcast.net.  The 
best part?  Joining Youth Merit is free with your WSH membership! 

4. Select your workbook.  Download and print the appropriate workbook from the WSH website.  If 
you’re not yet writing, use Workbook 1 for your parents to track your activities.  If you’re comfort-
able writing, use Workbook 2 to document your progress. 

5. Inform us of your progress.  On August 1st, reach out to Jessie McLaughlin for instructions on 
submitting your points and workbooks for review. 

6. Earn awards. Enjoy the fruits of your labor at the annual WSH Convention, where you’ll receive 
awards based on your points.  If you can’t attend, a Zone representative will bring your awards 
back to your area for you.   

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to Youth Merit Committee Chair Jessie 
McLaughlin or your Zone’s local Youth Merit Advisor.  We are so excited to see where this year’s 
journey takes you! 

For more information contact: 

Chair - Jessie McLaughlin at 

LDSMacs@comcast.net or 509.434.4555 

Head over to the WSH website to uncover all the 

details for the events listed below.  

 
APR 10-12 - Horse Show (Spanaway) 
APR 11-12 - Games Show (Deer Park) 
APR 11-12 - Games Show (Ephrata)  
APR 18-19 - Dressage Show (Pasco) 
APR 18-19 - Horse Show (Spokane) 
APR 30 - WSH Full Board Meeting (Zoom) 
 

MAY 2-3 - Games Show (Deer Park) 
MAY 2-3 - Horse Show (Pasco) 
MAY 9-10 - Games Show (Ephrata) 
MAY 20 - WSH Officers Meeting (Zoom)  
MAY 23-24 - Horse Show (Spokane) 
 

JUN 5-7 - Horse Show (Spanaway) 
JUN 6-7 - Games Show (Deer Park) 
JUN 6-7 - Horse Show (Pasco) 
JUN 13-14 - Games Show (Coulee City) 
JUN 15 - Canter Article / Ad Deadline 
JUN 18 - WSH Board Brief (Zoom) 
JUN 26 - Dressage Show (Moses Lake) 
JUN 27-28 - Horse Show (Moses Lake) 
 

JUL 11-12 - Games Show (Deer Park) 
JUL 23 - WSH Full Board Meeting (Zoom)  
JUL 25-26 - Horse Show (Spokane) 
JUL 25-26 - Games Show (Cusick) 
 

AUG 1 - Youth Merit Workbooks Due 
AUG 10 - Horse Show Proposals Due 
AUG 14-16 - Games WSCS (Cashmere) 
AUG 15-16 - Horse Show (Yakima) 
AUG 15-16 - Dressage Show (Yakima) 
AUG 20 - WSH Officers Meeting (Zoom) 
 

SEP 1 - Bylaws Proposals Due 
SEP 1 - Trails and Pleasure Proposals Due 
SEP 5 - Horse Show (Port Townsend) 
SEP 6 - Dressage Show (Port Townsend) 
SEP 10 - Games Proposals Due 
SEP 15 - Canter Article / Ad Deadline 
SEP 19 - Dressage Show (Pasco) 
SEP 19-20 - Horse Show (Pasco) 
SEP 24 - WSH Board Brief (Zoom) 
SEP 26-27 - Games Show (Deer Park) 
SEP 26-27 - Horse Show (Spokane) 
SEP 26-27 - Games Show (Coulee City) 
SEP 26-27 - Horse Show (Monroe) 
SEP 26-27 - Dressage Show (Yakima) 
 

OCT 1 - Early Early Bird Deadline for Convention 
OCT 3-4 - Games Show (Deer Park) 
OCT 10 - WSH Board Meeting (Ellensburg) 
OCT 15 - Early Bird Deadline for Convention 
OCT 17-18 - Games Show (Ephrata) 
OCT 23 - WSH Special Award Nominations Due 
 

NOV 13-15 - Annual Convention (Kennewick) 
 

DEC 15 - Canter Article / Ad Deadline 

 
Games Division 

Horse Show Division 
Trails and Pleasure OR Youth Merit 

Washington State Horsemen General Info 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


