
WASHINGTON STATE HORSEMEN 
GAMES DIVISION MEETING 

November 8, 2025 
 
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:  Melissa Kelsey (Director), Kimberlee McCoul (East Side Vice Director), Jessie 
McLaughlin (Secretary), Mary Jane Lowry (Timeskeeper), Ellie Snyder (Junior Rider Representative). 
 

OFFICERS ABSENT:  Cheryl Beck (Treasurer), Hunter Coe (Junior Rider Representative), Vacant (West Side 
Vice Director).   
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jennifer Baum, Alyssa Coe, Amy DeBoer, Roper Dillman, Carrie Hawkins, Alyssa / 
Arabella / Emmett, Jamie / Scott / Maria Howe, Izzy Jeffries, Halo Katzer, Courtney and Sharon Kelsey, Hailey 
Lentz, Heidi Lyngstad, Clay / Colt / Jayda Makayla Markwell, Arlene Marquart, Wade McCoul, Rich Parnell, 
Alyson / Joe / Judy Rehm, Amelia / Hunter Shay, Angela Tanner, and Emma / Kaysen / Walker Tanner.   
 
Director Melissa Kelsey called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 
 
MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes from the November 9, 2024, Games Division Meeting were posted to the 
WSH prior to Convention for members to review.  Emma Tanner made a motion to accept the minutes as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Courtney Kelsey and passed unanimously by the members present.   
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Checks and awards given out at Convention this year - $11,000ish.  The membership 
voted to allow the purchase of a protective case for the reader board.  Additionally, approval was given for Heidi 
Lyngstad to create / sew covers for the perpetual trophies to help prevent from nicks and scratches.  Motion by 
Angela Tanner; second by Sharon Kelsey.  The financial report to date was shared with those present and 
included as an attachment to the minutes. 
 
PROPOSED CHANGES:  The following rule changes were received in writing by Director Melissa Kelsey on or 
before the September 10 deadline.  Rule changes approved at Convention will take effect immediately.  The 
proposals are found on Page 12 of the Convention Brochure (The Canter). 
 
1. Page 6 / General Rules:  Change 5th sentence to read, “Western shirt defined as collared with either snaps, 
buttons, or zipper – buttons and zippers do not need to extend from top to bottom of shirt.”   

PROPOSED:  Courtney Kelsey 
SECOND:  Emma Tanner 

• ACTION: Motion passed by majority of the members present. 
 

2. Page 10 / ABCD Classifications:  Run shows as Open 1, Open 2, Open 3, and Open 4 classes in place of 
ABCD.  2-man and 4-man team events can be run as Open 1 and Open 2.  Keep Jackpot class for individual 
events and Team events.  WSCS to be run under ABCD classifications.       

PROPOSED:  Amy DeBoer 
SECOND:  Carrie Hawkins 

• ACTION: Motion failed by a majority of the members present.   
 

3. Page 10 / ABCD Classifications:  Add after sentence, “A rider may appear multiple times in the Jackpot class 
as long as it is on a different horse.”   

PROPOSED:  Amy DeBoer 
SECOND:  Jessie McLaughlin 

• AMENDMENT:  Jessie McLaughlin made a motion to add verbiage to clarify that this includes both 
individual and team events. 

• SECOND:  Emma Tanner 

• AMENDMENT ACTION: Motion passed unanimously on the amendment.   

• ACTION ON REVISED:  Motion passed unanimously on the revised proposal. 
 

4. Page 22 / Show Results:  Remove mandatory requirement to post arena sheets on the website from each of 
the three final paragraphs on the page.  



PROPOSED:  Courtney Kelsey 
SECOND:  Hailey Lentz 

• ACTION: Motion failed by a majority of the members present. 
 

5. Page 26 / Second Timer:  Change paragraph to read, “Second Timers do not need to take the WSHGD 
Timer’s Test.  Second Timers may be any age to time at a regular season show and do not need to be a member 
of WSH.  Second Timers must be 13 years of age or older and a member of WSH to Second Time at the WSCS.” 

PROPOSED:  Melissa Kelsey 
SECOND:  Emma Tanner 

• ACTION:  Motion passed unanimously by the members present.   

6. Page 29 / Age Divisions:  Combine Senior B and Super Senior A into one division.”  

PROPOSED:  Sharon Kelsey 
SECOND:  No second received; motion died on the floor. 
 

7. Page 31 / WSCS Qualification:  Change sentence to read, “Based on an average of five (5) best times for 
individual events and three (3) best times for 2-man and 4-man events during the current season – one of the 
times being from a second arena.”  

PROPOSED:  Sharon Kelsey 
SECOND:  Emma Tanner 

• ACTION: Motion failed by majority of the members present.     
 

8. Page 31 / WSCS Awards:  Add a paragraph under the event listings to read, “All WSCS riders must work in 
the arena for a set amount of time (amount determined by the WSHGD Rules Committee prior to the WSCS and 
published in the WSCS registration packet in order to receive WSCS awards.  Those in Super Senior C are 
invited to work but will not be required to do so.”  

PROPOSED:  Melissa Kelsey 
SECOND:  Courtney Kelsey 

• ACTION:  Motion passed by a majority of the members present. 
 

9. Page 32 / WSCS Special Awards:  Change 4th and 5th sentences to read, “Three Four or more riders, each 
competing in at least 5 of the 7 individual events, are required to compete to be eligible for High Point Age 
Division Awards at the Washington State Championship Show.  If less than three four riders qualify to compete at 
the WSCS, age groups will be combined and ride together under the age group with the most riders.”  

PROPOSED:  Sharon Kelsey 
SECOND:  Emma Tanner 

• ACTION:  Motion passed unanimously by the members present. 
 

ZONE PROPOSALS:  Zones with active Western Games (North Central and Northeast) may submit one rule 
change proposal at Convention.  Any rule change proposals submitted during the Games Division Meeting by a 
Zone must receive 75% approval rating to pass.   
 

North Central – None.  Would like the membership to consider a disabled lead line class in the future for riders 
older than 6 years of age. 
 

Northeast – None. 

 
ZONE GAMES CHAIRS:   
 

NORTH CENTRAL – Maria Howe (Games Chair) / Makayla Markwell (Timeskeeper) 
NORTHEAST – Courtney Stockman (Games Chair) / Sharon Kelsey (Timeskeeper) 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
  

Director – Sharon Kelsey nominated Melissa Kelsey.  The motion was seconded by Courtney Kelsey.  A call for 
nominations was made 3 times.  Emma Tanner made a motion that nominations be closed and the Secretary 
reflect a unanimous ballot for Melissa Kelsey for Director.  The motion was seconded by Amy DeBoer and 
passed.  



 

Rules Committee Alternate – Jessie McLaughlin nominated Arlene Marquart.  The motion was seconded by 
Sharon Kelsey.  A call for nominations was made 3 times.  Emma Tanner made a motion that the nominations be 
closed and the Secretary reflect a unanimous ballot for Arlene Marquart as Rules Committee Alternate (term 
expiring 12/31/29).  The motion was seconded by Amy DeBoer and passed. 
 
Director Melissa Kelsey announced the following additional officers: 
 

• West Side Vice Director – N/A 

• East Side Vice Director – Kimberlee McCoul 

• Times Keeper – Mary Jane Lowry 

• Secretary – Jessie McLaughlin 

• Treasurer – Cheryl Beck 

• Junior Rider Representatives – Ellie Snyder and Arabella Howe 

• Rules Committee Chair – Sharon Kelsey.  Term ending 12/31/26. 

• Rules Committee – Amelia Shay.  Term ending 12/31/27. 

• Rules Committee – Terri Lowry.  Term ending 12/31/28. 

• Rules Committee Alternate – Arlene Marquart.  Term ending 12/31/29. 
 
DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE:  Melissa Kelsey stated that tonight seven saddles will be awarded this evening for age 
group high point.  Checks being distributed ($10.03 / point).  Perpetual trophies must be returned at State Finals.  
There was discussion on how to assign pens for WSCS if all requests received on the postmark date take up the 
entire inventory.  A drawing was suggested for those that do postmark them on the correct date.  A full WSHGD-
approved games show will be held on Sunday, September 13, during the Interstate Fair.  Camping / stalls are not 
available as this will be a one-day haul-in show.  
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: There being no further business, Courtney Kelsey made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion was seconded by Carrie Hawkins and the meeting adjourned at 11:18 a.m.  The meeting 
was followed by a Judges and Timers Clinic – arena sheet correctness activity. 
 
 
The following took and passed the Judge’s Test at the conclusion of the meeting: Tylor Markwell, Angela Tanner. 
 

The following took and passed the Timer’s Test at the conclusion of the meeting: Jennifer Baum, Nic Clough, 
Jamie Howe, Julie Katzer, Hailey Lentz, Hunter Shay. 
 



 

 


